Sample Facts


a.  Facts.  


(1) Mr. Taylor Rutkowski, Ms. Chase’s supervisor, authorized Temporary Duty orders for her to travel on 1 March 2003 and attend the Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command (SPAWAR), Command Communication, Control, Capture and Intelligence (C4I) conference in San Diego, California, held from 2-4 March, and to return to her residence on 5 March 2003.


(2) The Conference Schedule of Events and Presentations listed Ms. Chase as a panel participant for the C4I Network Users’ Working Group at 1300 on 3 March 2003.  She was also scheduled to be a member of the Network Users’ Working Group all day on 4 March 2003.


(3) Mr. Randall Lopez, the Conference Chairperson and Panel Moderator for the C4I Network Users Working Group, stated Ms. Chase was scheduled to be a panelist on his working group on 3 March 2003 beginning at 1300.  He stated she was not seated on the panel during the entire afternoon session, as scheduled.  Mr. Lopez stated Ms. Chase called him Wednesday evening to let him know she was ill and apologized for not attending the working group.  Mr. Lopez stated Ms. Chase also told him she would not be attending the Thursday working group due to illness.


(4) Ms. Collins stated that around 1200 on Wednesday, 3 March 2003, Ms. Sylvia Chase drove her to Rio Grande, a nearby restaurant, for lunch where they met Ms. Chase’s friend, Mr. Roy Martin.  She recalled that she, Ms. Chase, and Mr. Martin ordered margaritas and that Ms. Chase and Mr. Martin ordered a second round of margaritas.  She stated that she saw Mr. Toti Papas and Ms. Armandina Sanchez, at the restaurant and asked if she could ride back with them so she could make some phone calls before the afternoon session began.  She stated Ms. Chase did not sit on the working group panel on the afternoon of 3 March.  She stated she became concerned about her so she called her Wednesday evening, but she did not answer the telephone.  Ms. Collins stated she and Ms. Chase were in the same working group on 4 March, but she did not see her there either.


(5) Ms. Joyce Cranston, a conference participant, stated she sat next to the door during the C4I Network Users Working Group on the afternoon of 3 March 2003.  She was quite certain that Ms. Chase was not seated on the panel.  She stated she did not see her enter the room at any time during the afternoon session on 3 March.  Ms. Cranston also stated Ms. Chase did not attend the working group on Thursday, 4 March.


(6) Mr. Toti Papas, a conference attendee, stated he attended the Wednesday, 

3 March and the 4 March, Network Users’ Working Group and that Ms. Chase was not present at either.


(7) Ms. Powell stated she was not a member of the Network Users’ Group so she did not know whether or not Ms. Chase attended either the 3 March or the 4 March sessions.  Ms. Powell recollected Ms. Collins asked her on Wednesday evening at dinner whether or not she had seen Ms. Chase and that she seemed concerned about her.


(8) Ms. Armandina Sanchez stated she went to lunch with Mr. Toti Papas at the Rio Grande on 3 March 2003 around noon.  She stated she noticed Ms. Chase having lunch with a man and Ms. Collins and that Ms. Chase was talking loudly.  Ms. Sanchez stated she saw the waitress bring margaritas to Ms. Chase’s table.  Ms. Sanchez recalled Ms. Collins asking for a ride to the conference.  She stated Ms. Collins rode back with them.  Ms. Sanchez remembers that Ms. Chase was still seated at her table when she, Mr. Papas, and Ms. Collins left the restaurant.  Ms. Sanchez stated she was in a different working group located in a different area of the Center on 3 March and 4 March and that she did not see Ms. Chase on either day at the Conference.


(9) Ms. Chase, stated she had lunch on 3 March 2003 with Ms. Collins and with Mr. Martin, a friend, who lived in the local area.  She stated she became extremely ill after lunch and Mr. Martin took her to the emergency room.  Ms. Chase stated she had gotten food poisoning from something she ate at the Rio Grande.  She stated she was so sick that she could not attend the afternoon session on 3 March.  She stated she called Mr. Lopez to explain why she did not come on Wednesday and told him she would not be at the session on Thursday.  She stated she forgot to call her supervisor in Washington DC to let him know that she was sick and unable to attend either working group.  She stated that she forgot to submit a “Request for Leave” for the sick leave she took while she was in San Diego at the conference.


(10) Mr. Taylor Rutkowski, Ms. Chase’s supervisor, stated that he directed her to be a panelist for the C4I Network User’s Working Group during the afternoon session on 3 March 2003 at 1300.  Mr. Rutkowski stated Ms. Chase did not inform him when she returned from the conference that she did not sit on the panel, attend the Network Users’ Working Group on 3 March, or attend the working group on 4 March 2003.  Mr. Rutkowski did not recall Ms. Chase submitting a leave slip for her absence on those days.


(11) The COMNAVAIRSYSCOM time and attendance records do not show that Ms. Chase submitted a “Request for Leave” for 3 March or 4 March 2003. 


(12) Mr. Roy Martin, a civilian (non-government) friend, had lunch with Ms. Chase and Ms. Collins on 3 March 2003.  He declined to be interviewed.


(13) JER § 2635.705 states that an employee shall use official time in an honest effort to perform official duties.  
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